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PREFACE. 


All the books, pamphlets and magazines devoted to 
the game of checkers are here described. The checker 
departments found in newspaper columns are not 
included in this record. 

The first checker book in the English language was 
issued in England by William Payne, a teacher of 
mathematics, in 1756. 

Draughts is another name for checkers, and is 
preferred by all British and some American writers. 
The game of checkers, or English draughts, if you 
prefer, is played in every English speaking community 
in the world. It is historically known as the ancient 
game. This term, ancient game, was first used by 
the French, to distinguish the game of checkers in its 
purity from Spanish, Italian, Polish, German, and 
Turkish draughts, all of which are different games, 
and each of which has a literature of its own. 

All the foreign forms of the game are commonly 
referred to as draughts. The word checkers, on the 
other hand, is limited in its meaning to the English 
game—the ancient game. Research, examination, and 
experience cause me to regard checkers as the oldest, 
simplest, and most scientific mental pastime known 
to man. 

The game played in Spain, when America was dis¬ 
covered, so closely conforms to true checkers that the 
works of Canalejas, 1650; Garces, 1684, and other 
Spanish authors, are eagerly sought by collectors. 
The old French game, the ancient game, represented 
in the works of Pierre Mallet, 1668, and Quercetano, 
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1727, is true checkers. This record, however, does 
not include French, Spanish, or other foreign works. 

With the exception of one book (B. Pearce), the 
checker library of Henry Hutzler, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
is complete. It has never been equaled. The Hutzler 
collection is the result of the search and sifting of a 
genuine bibliophile covering more than a quarter of 
a century. It is not only the largest but it is the best 
collection, in point of the fine condition of every 
volume. It also includes a good copy of nearly every 
book or magazine on any form of the game printed 
at any time in any language. 

There are ten other first class collections of checker 
books in America and Great Britain combined, and 
perhaps fifty more in the second grade. 

William Timothy Call. 

New York, May, 1908. 
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THE LITERATURE OF CHECKERS. 


i 

William Payne. An Introduction to the Game 
of Draughts. London, 1756. Last page number, 
67.. Present value, $15. This is the first work on 
the game of checkers printed in the English language. 
It contains fifty games, fourteen critical situations, 
and twenty-four stroke problems. The dedication 
notice and preface were written by Dr. Samuel 
Johnson, the lexicographer; but his name does not 
appear. This book has held the respect of all suc¬ 
ceeding checker authors and compilers. A reprint, 
bearing the same date as the original issue, was pub¬ 
lished in (perhaps) 1795. In the original the name 
of the author on the title page is followed by the line, 
“Teacher of the Mathematics.” In the reprint the 
word “the” is omitted from the line. In the forty- 
sixth game of the original the word “drawn” does not 
appear at the end of the play. In the reprint it does 
appear. The tailpiece ornamenting page 59 of the 
original may be roughly described as a crown resting 
on a three-cornered table. The tailpiece to the same 
page of the reprint may also be roughly described 
as a bouquet supported by two birds. The reprint is 
worth $10 a copy. 


2 

Hoyle’s Games. The first edition of this peren¬ 
nial handbook, a treatise on the game of whist by 
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Edmond Hoyle, was issued in 1742. The second 
and third editions were issued in the succeeding year, 
1743. An article on chess appeared in the edition of 
1761. In 1779 Hoyle’s Games, revised and corrected 
by Charles Jones, opened its pages to the game of 
checkers for the first time, by reprinting a part of 
Payne’s work, under headlines reading as follows: 
“By permission of Mr. Payne; an extract from his 
game of draughts. Containing twenty select games, 
together with many critical situations for drawn 
games, won games, and fine strokes.” The critical 
situations, however, do not appear in this 1779 edition; 
but they do appear in succeeding editions. The edition 
of 1826, also by Charles Jones, is of interest to col¬ 
lectors of checker literature because it contains a 
description of a variation of the game called “Con¬ 
stitutional Checkers,” to be played on a board of 
81 or 121 squares, some of the men having the power 
to take backward, as in Polish draughts. A foot note 
says: “Playing on the black checks reduces the game 
to a certainty, there being no double corner.” Scores 
of editions of Hoyle’s Games have appeared during 
the century last passed, with checker selections from 
the works of Payne, Sturges, Spayth, Pardon, and 
others; but they are not generally regarded as worthy 
of a place in a well ordered checker library. The 
thirteenth edition of The American Hoyle, published 
by Dick & Fitzgerald, New York, 1880, is an excep¬ 
tion, as it contains the games of the last match between 
Anderson and Wyllie. The edition of 1779 worth 
$1 a copy; that of 1826, fifty cents. 

3 

W. Painter. A Companion for the Draught 
Player. London, 1787. This book has twenty-one 
pages, and was published as an appendix to “a guide 
to the lottery, cards, dice, etc.” It is one of the rarest 
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of checker works. The copy in the Hutzler collection 
is the only one in America so far as the writer’s 
knowledge goes. On account of its extreme rarity 
this book has no fixed value, but a copy in good 
condition is worth at least $50. Being a reprint of 
thirty games taken bodily from Payne’s work. 
Painter’s book has no value except as a curiosity. 

4 

Joshua Sturges. Guide to the Game of Draughts. 
London, 1800. This work contains fifty-four games, 
503 variations, and 140 positions. In his preface 
Sturges says that if Payne’s book had been formed 
on a larger plan his own work might not have ap¬ 
peared. Payne laid the foundation on which Sturges 
built so admirable a structure that Sturges has 
been called the “father of English draughts.” This 
book has been revised and reissued more times than 
any other work on the game. It was originally pub¬ 
lished by subscription, and a list of the subscribers is 
given at the end of the book. The price, which is 
printed on the title page, is three shillings sixpence 
for one style of the work and five shillings for a better 
grade of bookmaking. The former is now usually 
quoted at $20 a copy, while the latter, known as the 
“five shilling edition,” is regarded as a little more 
valuable. 

5 - 

Richard Twiss. Miscellanies. London, 1805. 
There are two volumes to this work, the present value 
of which is $4 for the pair. Volume I. is a collection 
of essays on matrimony, trade, quarrels, and similar 
topics, and has no bearing on the game of checkers. 
Volume II. contains 392 pages, of which 242 pages are 
on chess and draughts. The section entitled “On 
Draughts,” consisting of 100 pages, is devoted chiefly 
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to the Polish game. Ten pages in all are given up to 
what is called the “ancient game”; that is, checkers as 
found in the Payne and Sturges treatises. No play is 
given. Twiss notes the fact that the preface and dedi¬ 
cation to Payne’s work were written by Dr. Johnson. 

6 . 

Joshua Sturges. Sturges’s Critical Situations 
in the Game of Draughts. London, 1808. This is the 
first checker problem book ever printed in the English 
language. It contains 150 diagrams, one to a page, 
with the pieces printed in red and black, producing an 
attractive appearance, and showing the printer’s art of 
that time at its best. The squares of each diagram 
are numbered minutely from one to thirty-two. The 
original price of this work—a gem book in crafts¬ 
manship and contents—is given on the title page as 
five shillings. Its present value ranges from $7 to $12. 

7 - 

Charles Jones. Introduction to Payne’s Game 
of Draughts. London, 1808. This is a selection from 
Hoyle’s Games, embracing forty-two pages. Present 
value $3. Charles Jones was the editor of Hoyle’s 
Games, Improved, and his name appears on the title 
pages of the various editions of that work for more 
than forty years, beginning with the issue of 1779. 

8 

Roger Payne. Rules and Directions for the Game 
of Draughts. Dated 1813, but place of publication, 
London, not mentioned. This is a catchpenny little 
pamphlet, reproducing that part of William Payne’s 
original work which appeared in the Hoyles of the 
preceding generation. The last page is 35. A reissue 
has the diagram on the fourth instead of the third un¬ 
numbered page. The name of Roger Payne was more 
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widely known than that of William Payne, the former 
being a bookbinder of sufficient fame to gain a place 
in some of the biographical dictionaries of the nine¬ 
teenth century. This pamphlet is now quoted at fifty 
cents a copy. 

9 

B. Pearce. An improved System for Playing the 
Polite and Scientific. Game of Draughts or Checkers. 
Albany, 1815. This is a paper-covered book of 
twenty-four pages, containing forty-one games and 
thirty-nine problems, both games and problems being 
selected from play to be found in the works of Payne 
or Sturges. This, the first American book on checkers, 
was printed and published by the author. The price 
is not given. The copy of this work in the collection 
of the writer of these lines is the only one now in 
existence, so far as he has been able to discover. 

10 

J. G. Pohlman. A Practical Treatise on the 
Game of Draughts. London, 1819. This pamphlet 
of forty-two pages, compiled from the works of Payne 
and Sturges, has diagrams showing critical positions 
and problems in red and black, like the 1808 edition 
of Sturges. This is a scarce book, and is now worth 
$10 a copy. 

11 

J. G. Pohlman. The Game of Draughts. London, 
1823. Like the 1819 edition of the same author, this 
book is a compilation from the works of Payne and 
Sturges. It has 240 diagrams, showing critical posi¬ 
tions and problems. It is a pamphlet, published at one 
shilling sixpence. Present value, $4 to $6 a copy. 
Pohlman’s other work, published in 1815 (possibly 
also in 1811), is on Polish draughts. 
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12 

Bob Short. Rules for Short Memories at the 
Game of Draughts. New York, 1828. This is a small 
twenty-four page reprint of a section of Hoyle's 
Games. There are several English “Bob Shorts,” the 
earliest being dated Derby, 1818. Although this 
checker trifle was evidently made wholly for selling 
purposes a copy of it is now worth $3 or more to 
dealers in checker books, as it is to be found in few 
collections. 


13 

James Sinclair. The Game of Draughts. Glas¬ 
gow, 1832. The name of the author does not appear 
in full, but the line on the title page, “By J. S.,” is 
known to stand for By James Sinclair. This is a well 
printed pamphlet, containing nine large diagrams, 
protected by interleaved tissue paper. The last 
numbered page in the book is 46. The total number 
of games and variations is mentioned on the title 
page as 100. Sinclair holds an honorable place among 
the game's authors and players, and his book contains 
original play of importance. The published price is 
three shillings. This is now a scarce book, and a 
copy of it in fine condition is worth $20. 

14 

George Walker. Sturgcs' Guide to the Game of 
Draughts. London, 1835. This is a neatly printed 
reproduction of the Sturges work of 1800, rearranged 
in five columns, with variations indicated by capital 
letters. In the back 150 of the Sturges critical posi¬ 
tions are presented on diagrams. The book contains 
100 pages all told. It was published at four shillings 
sixpence, and is now worth $2.50 a copy. An Ameri¬ 
can reprint, containing a “Preface to the American 
Edition,” dated New York, September, 1845, is now 
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scarcer than the original 1835 work, and is valued at 
$3 a copy. It contains 119 pages. There is also an 
1850 edition and also an 1864 edition, neither of which 
is now common. 


15 

Reuben Roy. A New Guide to the Game of 
Draughts. London, introduction dated 1837. This is 
a compilation from the works of Payne and Sturges, 
containing ninety-three pages. An eighty-three page 
reprint was issued without mention of the year of 
publication, the commonly accepted date being “about 
i860.” The 1837 book is now worth $3 to $5 a copy, 
the reprint $1 to $2 a copy. 

16 

Donald Walker. Sports and Games. London, 
1837. Pages 93 to 122 are on draughts. Another 
issue is dated 1840. Donald Walker’s checker infor¬ 
mation was derived from the Sturges of George 
Walker. Although this is a 400 page handbook of 
various recreations, it is sought by collectors because 
of its early date, and is now worth $2.50 a copy. 
Many works of this kind devoted to games and pas¬ 
times in general include a chapter on checkers, and 
the following may be regarded as noteworthy: Boy’s 
Own Book, 1856;. Handy Book of Games for Gentle¬ 
men, i860; Every Boy’s Book, i860; Boy’s Treasury 
of Sports, i860; Beeton’s Handy Book of Games, 
1861; Games of Skill and Cpnjuring, 1862; Girl’s 
Own Book, 1862; Games for All Seasons, 1863; 
Sports and Pastimes, 1863; Every Boy’s Annual, 
1864; Boy’s Ploliday Book, 1865; Boy’s Own Book¬ 
shelf; Little Boy’s Own Book; Every Little Boy’s 
Book; American Boy’s Book; Chambers’ Informa¬ 
tion for the People; Manly Games for Boys, 1870; 
Boy’s Handy Book of Sports, 1880; P. F. Collier’s 
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Cyclopaedia, 1882; Dictionary of Sports and Amuse¬ 
ments, 1884; Australian Parlor and Club Room Games, 
1887; Everybody’s Book of Indoor Games, 1890; 
Young Folks’ Cyclopaedia of Games and Sports, 
1890; Chadwick’s Sports and Pastimes of American 
Boys, 1890; Family Herald Handy Book; Boy’s 
Modern Playmate, 1891; Prof. Hoffman’s Cyclopae¬ 
dia of Card and Table Games, 1891; How to Play 
Games—Frank Tousey—1898; A Cyclopaedia of 
Practical Information, 1899. 

17 

The Philidorian. London, December, 1837; 
May, 1838. This is a monthly magazine of chess and 
other scientific games, edited by George Walker. It 
has fourteen problems, some of them of a surprisingly 
simple nature, to represent the subject of English 
draughts. It is the first periodical having a depart¬ 
ment devoted to the game of checkers. The present 
value of the Philidorian, bound in one volume, is $2.50. 
Mention may here be made of another chess magazine 
with a draughts department, the Maryland Chess 
Review, Frederick, Md., 1874, published by J. K. Han- 
shew. The draughts department in this monthly 
magazine was continued for fourteen months. 

18 

William Hay. The Game of Draughts. Stirling, 
1838. In general appearance this pamphlet resembles 
that of Sinclair. Hay is classed among the fathers 
of the game, and this, his first work, justifies its de¬ 
sign, which was to “advance the knowledge” of the 
game. There are thirty-six pages, containing “up¬ 
wards of 400 new games, with critical situations.” 
The publisher’s price is two shillings. The present 
value of a good copy is difficult to determine—perhaps 
$20. 
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19 

John Drummond. The Scottish Draught Player. 
Falkirk, 1838. Drummond was the originator of a 
large amount of standard play, and his books, pub¬ 
lished in 1838, 1851, 1861, and 1866, are highly valued 
for what they contain as well as for their scarcity. 
Each edition is an independent treatise, devoted for 
the most part to lines of play not found in the other 
editions. The 1838 edition of the Scottish Draught 
Player is generally referred to simply as Drummond’s 
First. The highest numbered page is 64, the last 
pages, 65 and 66, not being numbered. A good copy 
is now worth from $10 to $15. 

20 

Chess and Draughts for the Million. The 
Whole Art of Chess and Draughts. London, no date; 
said to be about 1840. Two editions. Paper covers; 
price, threepence. Draughts pages 21 to 23. Now 
worth $2 a copy. 


21 

Royal Draught Book. Published by J. T. Wood, 
London, about 1845. Very few copies of this little 
work of sixteen pages are known to collectors, not 
more than one being on record in this country. 
Present value, say, $5. 


22 

H. Hayelwood. A Concise Manual of the Game 
of Draughts. London, no date, but commonly com 
sidered as having been issued about 1845. It is a 
catchpenny pamphlet of forty-four pages, published 
at sixpence a copy, and now quoted by dealers at fifty 
cents. 
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23 

Andrew Anderson. Anderson’s Guide to the 
Game of Draughts. London, 1848. Although over¬ 
shadowed by Anderson’s second edition, 1852, this 
sixty-eight page book, on account of its scarcity, is 
now valued at $25 or more a copy. 

24 

Bohn's Handbook of Games. London, 1850; 
American edition, entitled Bohn’s New Handbook of 
Games, Philadelphia, 1850. There are ten other 
editions, English or American, some without date, 
of no particular value except to specialists. This is 
a book of games and pastimes similar to Hoyle’s 
Games, but making a much larger volume. The 
section devoted to checkers is a reproduction of 
Walker’s Sturges of 1835, to which are annexed 
original games and variations, 100 in all, by R. Martin, 
and twelve original problems by R. Martin. These 
contributions are by Robert Martins, whose fame as a 
player is preserved in many important matches. The 
London edition is valued at $2.50 a copy, the Ameri¬ 
can edition at $2. The checker section was reprinted 
in separate book form in 1850, and also in 1864. The 
scarcity of these reprints makes them more valuable 
in the estimation of collectors than the original 1835 
edition of Walker’s Sturges. 

25 

John Drummond. The Scottish Draught Player. 
Glasgow, 1851. This book is familiarly known as 
“Drummond’s Second,” because it is the second work, 
or edition, of that masterful author. It is a volume 
of 121 pages, all told, and is now worth $7 a copy. 
Another issue of this edition, dated 1853, contains 
corrections or changes affecting more than twenty per 
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cent, of the total number of pages, which aie num¬ 
bered the same as those of the 1851 issue. The 1853 
book is worth $6 a copy. 


26 

Andrew Anderson. The Game of Draughts 
Simplified. Glasgow, 1852. The total number of 
pages in this book, technically known as “Anderson’s 
Second,” is 174, the last page being numbered 154. 
In every respect this is one of the most carefully 
made books the game has produced. It set the style 
for succeeding works of the kind by simplifying the 
methods of preceding authors and compilers. Play 
arranged in columns on the plan adopted in this book 
is described as Andersonized. Anderson’s fame as a 
player is equal to his great reputation as an author. 
A reprint of this work, with fancifully designed black 
squares in the diagrams, and a line in the title page 
reading, “Reprint from the Second Edition,” is of 
value as a curiosity only, and is not worth more than 
$1 a copy. It was published in America in 1855 
(according to Henry Spayth, the reputed issuer), and 
two issues, with a variation in the type of the title 
page, are known to collectors. This is sometimes re¬ 
ferred to as the “pirated edition.” In 1888 a reprint 
bearing the name of Dick & Fitzgerald, New York, 
was issued, and is now plentiful. Anderson’s excellent 
work is basic in its principle and style, and it is the 
foundation on which a number of other works of per¬ 
manent value have been made, including, specifically, 
McCulloch’s Anderson and Janvier’s Anderson. The 
original Anderson’s Second, published in 1852 at three 
shillings and sixpence, is now worth $8 a copy. 

27 

James Wyllie. Examples of the Game of 
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Draughts. Edinburgh, 1852. The preface to this 
eighteen page pamphlet states that the work will be 
completed in two parts. Only Part I. was issued. It 
contains improvements on some of the games of 
Anderson’s first edition, together with original games 
by Wyllie, whose name is accepted by common consent 
as that of the most comprehensive professional 
checker player of any time. A copy of this pamphlet 
is now worth $2. 

28 

Captain Crawley. Chess and Draughts. Lon¬ 
don, preface dated 1858. This once popular work, 
contains 171 pages on chess and twenty pages on 
draughts. The Captain Crawley books, of which more 
than a dozen editions appeared from 1858 to 1876, are 
not classed as legitimate checker works by collectors, 
and their value is nominal. 

29 

McKerrow-Martins. Match Games. Two 
editions by different printers, 1859, one in London, the 
other in Glasgow, were issued. The Glasgow edition, 
containing the players’ corrections, is scarce, and is 
worth $1.50 a copy. The London edition is worth 
seventy-five cents a copy. This sixteen page pamphlet 
is the first book in printed form devoted exclusively 
to the games played in a match. The match games 
between distinguished players previous to that time 
were circulated in manuscript form. 

30 

D. Scattergood. The Game of Draughts or 
Checkers. Philadelphia, 1859. This is a thirty-two 
page book of selected and original play, arranged in 
columns, six to a page, with two pages of diagrams 
at the end, showing critical positions. The original 
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Philadelphia edition, printed by Barndollar & Scat- 
tergood, published by A. L. Magilton & Co., is scarce, 
and is worth $2 or more a copy. The New York 
edition bearing the imprint of Dick & Fitzgerald, 
present value fifty cents, is the one commonly found 
in collections. There are six other issues or reprints, 
but only the original Philadelphia work is of particular 
importance in the eyes of collectors. 

31 

I. D. J. Sweet. The Elements of Draughts; or, 
Beginners’ Sure Guide. New York, 1859. This ele¬ 
mentary work of 108 pages is a meritorious book, by 
a writer who perhaps did more through his checker 
column in the New York Clipper to interest young 
players in the scientific side of the game than any other 
American checker editor. The original edition in 
flexible covers is now worth $2 a copy. A second 
edition from the same plates, 1872, cloth covers, is 
valued at $1 a copy. Copies of this edition in boards 
are more common than those in cloth covers. 

32 

Henry Spayth. The American Draught Player. 
Buffalo, i860. The six editions of this 316 page book 
are identical; that is, each succeeding edition is a re¬ 
issue of the play given in the original i860 work. For 
more than a quarter of a century no other standard 
treatise on the game was known in so many American 
homes, and yet in the forty-seven years of its existence 
only five thousand copies in all have been sold. The 
A. D. P., as this book is familiarly called, is every¬ 
where recognized as a standard textbook of the pas¬ 
time. As a compiler of play, as a judge of the im¬ 
portance of the discoveries of others, Spayth is held 
in high esteem. The first edition of the American 
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4 

Draught Player is now seldom seen in good condition, 
and a fine copy is worth $3 or more. 

33 

George Purkess. The Guide to Chess, Draughts 
and Backgammon. London, no date, i860 accepted. 
Draughts pages, 16 to 24. Published at twopence, the 
present value of this little paper covered handbook is 
fifty cents a copy. 

34 

John Drummond. The Scottish Draught Player. 
Glasgow, 1861. There are eighty-one pages in all in 
this book, the last page being numbered 70. It is 
popularly known as Drummond’s third edition. Like 
all of Drummond’s works, this book is entitled to its 
high place in the regard of expert players, as an im¬ 
portant contribution to the literature of the game. Its 
present value is $2 a copy. 

35 

William Hay. The Draught Player. Edinburgh, 
1862. The last page of play in the book is page 20, 
which is followed by two pages of instructions, rules, 
and laws. The total number of pages, including title 
page, is twenty-four. The date on the title page reads, 
MDCCCXLII., a printer’s error for MDCCCLXII— 
not 1842 but 1862, as seen in the date of the preface 
on the succeeding page. This book is commonly 
known as Hay’s second edition. The play is different 
from that of the 1838 work by the same author. A 
revised edition containing twenty-four pages, was is¬ 
sued in Edinburgh in 1884 at one shilling, in which 
the name of the author appears as John Wm. Hay. 
This 1884 edition is worth $2 a copy. The original 
1862 edition, also published at one shilling, is now 
difficult to find in good condition, and fine copies are 
worth $3 apiece. 
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36 

George Frederick Pardon. A Handbook of 
Draughts; With a Chapter on Backgammon. London, 

1862. A second edition, with a few minor changes, 
is dated 1863. There is a third edition, 1865, with 
five or six succeeding issues, English or American, 
undated. This is a work of the popular textbook 
order, but is more carefully done than books of this 
class usually are. The section on Draughts occupies 
seventy-five pages. Pardon compiled chapters on the 
game for various popular pastime works for boys, 
the first being The Boy’s Own Book, published in 
London in 1856. The present value of the original 
1862 Handbook is $1 a copy. 

37 

Henry Spayth. The Game of Draughts. Buffalo, 

1863. This work is an addition or supplement to the 
author’s American Draught Player. Page 67 is the 
last page of the book proper, but the remaining ten 
pages are numbered, though devoted to press notices 
of the American Draught Player—interesting, because 
they reflect a large part of the opinion of the period 
regarding the game of checkers. There are four 
editions, each after the first being merely a reissue. 
The original 1863 edition is now worth $2.50 a copy. 

38 

Martins-Wyllie. Match Games. Glasgow, no 
date; but the year of the match, 1864, is accepted as 
the date of publication. The sixty-two games of the 
match are covered in the thirty-two pages of the 
pamphlet, which is now valued at $1 a copy. 

39 

T. Lear. Pottery Draught Player. Liverpool, 
1865. This eight page leaflet contains six games and 
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twenty-five variations, all of which were analyzed by 
Drummond and shown to be full of defects. On ac¬ 
count of its extreme scarcity, the Pottery Draught 
Player is now worth, perhaps, $8 a copy. 

40 

Henry Spayth. Draughts or Checkers for Be¬ 
ginners. Preface dated Buffalo, 1865; copyright, 
1866. As compared with the other works by Spayth, 
this eighty-eight page elementary book is not of more 
than ordinary importance. It is now worth seventy- 
five cents a copy. 


41 

John Drummond. The Scottish Draught Player. 
Glasgow, 1866. Two separate volumes, the last page 
of each being number 80, constitute the complete 
work, commonly known as Drummond's fourth edi¬ 
tion. These volumes are sometimes referred to as 
Drummond’s fourth and fifth. This pair of books was 
also issued in one volume. All of Drummond’s books 
are held in high esteem, and this work, whether in one 
or two volumes, is now worth $7. 

42 

Oxford Amateur. Handbook of Chess and 
Draughts. London, no date; not later than 1866, nor 
earlier than i860. This is a scarce little handbook of 
the popular order, with draughts pages 59 to 90. It 
is now worth $1 a copy. 


43 

T. Dale. The Sheffield Draught Player. Leeds, 
1866. There are forty pages in this pamphlet, includ¬ 
ing the cover. The pages are not numbered. This is 
the only work devoted exclusively to the losing game, 
or giveaway checkers, as it is popularly called in 
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America. It is a meritorious little book, published at 
one shilling, and now valued at $2 a copy. 

44 

W. & R. Chambers. Draughts, Backgammon and 
Dominoes. London and Edinburgh, no date, probably 

1866. The last page is number 80. There are three 
editions. This is a somewhat scarce work of the 
popular handbook order, and a good copy of the 
original edition in flexible covers is now valued by 
collectors at $2. 

45 

F. Hardy. Draughts and Backgammon. London, 

1867. Preface dated Leamington, 1866. Of the ninety- 
six pages in this vest-pocket size handbook, eighty- 
four are on draughts. The illustration used as a 
frontispiece is in colors. A copy of this neat little 
work is now worth $1.50. 

46 

Martins-Wyllie. Match Games. Glasgow, no 
date; commonly regarded as 1867, the year the match 
took place. The last numbered page is 30. A copy 
of this important match-games book is now worth 
seventy-five cents. 

47 

Leavek-Goodhall. Match Games. Paisley, 1869. 
This eight page brochure of seventeen games is one of 
the scarcest of the match-games works, and is now 
worth at least $3 a copy. 

48 

The Draught Board. Edited by J. Tonar. 
Volume I., 1869-70, Newcastle-on-Tyne, fourteen 

16-page numbers. This volume is known as the old 
series, or Tonar’s Board. Volume II., known as the 
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new series, or Patterson’s Board, 192 pages in all, 
runs from February, 1871, to March, 1872. This is 
the first magazine devoted exclusively to checkers 
ever published. It contains contributions from the 
most famous players and authors of the time, nearly 
all of whom are now prominent in checker history. 
These two volumes are highly prized by all checker 
enthusiasts, and are now valued by some dealers at 
$20 for the pair. 


49 

W. Patterson. Gentlemen’s Journal Complete 
Draught Player. In two parts. London. Part I., 
elementary, April 1, 1870, sixteen pages; Part II., 
practical, May 1, 1872, pages 17-32. These brochures 
are interesting contributions to checker literature, and 
are difficult to find. The two parts are now valued at 
$3 for the pair. 

50 

The Bristol Draught Player. Bristol, 1872-74, 
two volumes. Edited by G. and J. A. Kear. Volume I. 
has 208 pages, and is lithographed in script. Volume II. 
has ninety-six pages, and is printed from type. This 
magazine is devoted principally to practical play, giv¬ 
ing very little space to theoretical, literary, or news 
subjects. The present value of the complete periodical 
is about $8. 

51 

W. Patterson. The Game of Draughts. London, 
no date, 1872 being accepted as the year. This book 
contains sixty-four pages, and was originally published 
by The Graphotype Company, Limited. A second 
edition was issued in 1879, with a preface stating that 
the work is not radically altered. Any issue or re¬ 
print of this interesting handbook is worth having, 
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as it contains much information not commonly given 
in checker books. The original work, first edition, is 
scarce, and is worth $1.50 a copy. Reissues are worth 
fifty cents apiece. 

52 

Wyllie-Martins. Match Games. The articles 
of agreement are dated Leeds, 1872. The last page is 
number 24. This book of match games is a necessity 
to every library of checker literature, both on account 
of its historical importance and its intrinsic merits. It 
is now worth $1 a copy. 


53 

The Recreationist. Leeds, 1873-74. Edited by 
J. White and F. J. B. Peters, with J. Hedley, of Leeds, 
as “Draughts Editor.” The paging is consecutive 
throughout, the last page being 168. This magazine 
covers all departments of the game in an able manner, 
and is eagerly sought by collectors. The complete 
periodical is now scarce, and is generally regarded as 
worth $10. 


54 

Wyllie-Spayth. Exhibition Games. This scarce 
leaflet contains eight games, two positions, and 
Wyllie’s scores with leading players in America. It is 
printed on one side of a sheet, with the reverse side 
blank. Issued in 1875, this little-known Spayth relic is 
now worth $2 or $3 a copy. 

55 

American Checker Player. New York, 1875- 
78. Thomas Phelan and Charles Kelly, editors. In 
1877 the name was changed to Phelan’s Checker 
Player. The American Checker Player is paged con¬ 
secutively, the last page being 216. Its successor, 
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Phelan’s Checker Player, is also paged consecutively, 
its last page being 38. This interesting monthly 
magazine covers the field of checkers at all points. 
The American Checker Player combined with Phe¬ 
lan’s Checker Player, is now usually valued at $10 to 
$12, complete. 


56 

New England Checker Player. Webster, 
Mass.; Wilsonville, Conn., and Worcester, Mass. 
Monthly. 1876-81. Edwin F. Richardson and A. R. 
Bowdish editors. The first eight parts are of vest- 
pocket size, and are now exceedingly hard to find. The 
enlarged magazine began with No. 9. The last volume 
is VI., the last number 67, and the last page of that 
number 168. This is one of the important periodicals, 
and a complete set, including the small parts constitu¬ 
ting the first eight numbers, is now easily worth $20. 
With these small parts missing, the magazine has no 
fixed value. 


57 

Roland Edwin Bowen. Cross Opening, Wor¬ 
cester, 1878. This 220 page work is a standard com¬ 
pilation of play by the old authors, revised and cor¬ 
rected, with a similar amount of additional play by 
other authorities. It comprises a little over one 
thousand games and variations, and is put forth as 
Volume I. of a proposed series on the various open¬ 
ings under the general title of “Bowen’s Authors.” 
Bowen’s Cross is now valued at $8 a copy. 

58 

The English Draught Player. Bristol, 1878-82. 
J. A. Kear and James Smith, editors. The last volume 
is III., the last number 3, the last page of that number 
45—followed by three pages of index to Volumes II. 
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and III. This monthly is both interesting and valuable, 
and is now worth about $7, complete. 

59 

National Checker Journal. Boston, 1878. 
Parrow and Wilder, editors. Only two numbers of 
this magazine were issued. The paging is consecu¬ 
tive, tfie last page of the second number being 24. 
The present value of this periodical is $1 for the two 
numbers. 

60 

The Analyst. St. Louis and Leavenworth, 1878- 
79. F. A. Fitzpatrick, editor. The paging is con¬ 
secutive, the last page of the last number being 46. 
This monthly is devoted almost exclusively to the 
analysis of certain lines of play, and is especially de¬ 
signed for experts. The present value of the complete 
periodical is $2.50. 


61 

R. McCulloch. The Game of Draughts Simpli¬ 
fied. Glasgow, 1878. This is the third edition of 
Andrew Anderson’s work, revised and extended by 
McCulloch, who received the copyright of Anderson’s 
second edition. He also obtained Anderson’s own 
corrections and improvements of that work. Mc¬ 
Culloch’s Anderson, generally referred to as Ander¬ 
son’s third, is now worth $3.50 or $4 a copy. An 
American reprint of this work, said to be unauthoriz¬ 
ed, was issued about 1888, without date. Reissues 
of McCulloch’s Anderson were made in Glasgow in 
1878, 1887, 1894, and 1905 and are called, respectively, 
fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh editions. 

62 

Dykes-Labadie. Match Games. Printed in Lon- 
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don, Ontario, in June, 1878. This little eighteen page 
book of match play, containing forty-nine games, is 
now very hard to find, and is worth $3 a copy. 

63 

Pocket Guide to Draughts. London, 1878. 
Published by Thomas De La Rue & Co. This is a 
sixteen page handbook of the popular kind, by 
“Cavendish,” the whist authority. The present value 
of this little work is seventy-five cents a copy. 

64 

Tiie Yorkshire Draught Player. Howden, 1879. 
C. Powell, editor. One volume, four numbers, making 
a total of forty-four pages, is the complete magazine. 
It is, however, a necessary item in collectors’ lists, and 
is not likely to be obtained for less than $5. 

65 

W. R. and C. F. Barker. The World’s Checker 
Book. Boston, 1879. This 105 page work of the 
famous Barker brothers aims to present what they re¬ 
garded as the “most perfect play” they could find on 
twenty-two openings. There is a second issue of this 
work, also bearing the date of 1879, showing the re¬ 
vision of a number of games. The present value of 
this work is $3.50 a copy. 

66 

Charles Francis Barker. The American 
Checker Player. Boston, 1880. Number of pages, 
179. Two other issues, about 1888, one published by 
H. A. Young & Co., the other by DeWolfe, Fiske 
& Co., known as second editions, contain the Barker- 
Martins match games of 1888. A reissue, without 
date, 1907 accepted, is called the third edition. The 
play in the American Checker Player is put forth as 
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superior to that of the Barker Brothers’ World’s 
Checker Book on the same twenty-two openings. 
Present value, $2 a copy. 

67 

Roland Edwin Bowen. Bristol. Worcester, 
1880-81. This important book comprises 2,608 varia¬ 
tions on the Bristol move, arranged in four parts. 
The price of a separate part was placed at twenty-five 
cents. Part I. was reprinted in England, by the 
publisher of the Leeds Weekly Draught Player. The 
four parts, combined into one book, form Volume II. 
of the general title, Bowen’s Authors. A reprint of 
Part IV., issued by M. F. Clouser, Philadelphia, 1889, 
under the title of “The Authors’ Bristol,” second 
edition, is now worth $1.50, a copy. The present value 
of Bowen’s Bristol complete is generally regarded as 
about $12. 

68 

Wyllie-Martins. Switcher Match Games. Re¬ 
printed from the Glasgow Weekly Herald. No date, 
1880 accepted. What is known as the “Switcher con¬ 
troversy,” the soundness of the 29-25 variation of the 
opening, is covered in the fourteen pages of this book¬ 
let. It is to be distinguished from what is known as 
Wyllie’s Switcher Book, published in Glasgow in 
1881, and is now worth seventy-five cents a copy. 

69 

Swan and Adamson. Nonsuch or Doctor. Re¬ 
printed, without date, from the Glasgow Weekly 
Herald of 1878 and 1879. The play was reproduced, 
with corrections, in the Draughts World in 1897 and 
1898. This analysis is by J. Swan, of Leslie, revised 
by C. Adamson, of Leven. The work of this famous 
pair of analysts on various openings is sometimes re- 
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ferred to as the Leslie-Leven Draught Player. There 
are seven printed and seven blank pages to the Doctor 
brochure. It was published chiefly for private circula¬ 
tion. It is now worth $1.25 a copy. 

70 

Julian Darragh Janvier. Joshua Sturges’s 
Guide to the Game of Draughts. Brooklyn, 1881. 
Number of pages, 175, all told. The play and problems 
to be found in Walker’s edition of Sturges published in 
1835 are here arranged, extended and corrected in a 
painstaking manner by the famous critic Janvier. The 
advertised price is $1, but it is now valued at from 
$5 to $8 a copy. Sturges’s critical situations, to be 
found in this book, were also issued separately in 1881, 
in Brooklyn, by the publisher of the complete work. 

71 

Julian Darragh Janvier. The Game of Draughts 
Simplified. Brooklyn, 1881. This valuable book is 
invariably known as Janvier’s Anderson. The title 
page clearly describes the nature of the contents thus: 
“Founded on the games of Andrew Anderson, but 
edited, extended, corrected, and brought down to the 
present time.” The total number of variations, includ¬ 
ing the twenty-three trunks from which they spring, 
is 2,107. There are 285 plus twenty-six pages. Origin¬ 
ally published at $3, this work is now worth from 
$8 to $12 a copy. 


72 

Checker Puzzles and Problems. San Francisco, 
about 1880. Published by J. C. Lawless & Co. This 
book contains seventy-nine pages, presenting about 
fifty problems, and is now worth seventy-five cents a 
copy. 
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73 

Wyi lie- Allison. Match Games. Played at 
Brechin, May 20, 1881. Sixteen pages. This is a 
very scarce leaflet, reprinted from a newspaper, and 
is now worth $2 a copy. 


74 

H. D. .Lyman. Selected Problems. Worcester, 
Mass., 1881. This monumental work of 421 large 
pages contains 1,022 problems selected with the ut¬ 
most care from all sources, arranged and indexed in 
a thoroughly systematic way. Lyman's Problem Book, 
as it is popularly called, is a kind of repository for the 
gems of checker genuises in the problem art. The style 
of binding was changed and minor corrections made 
in the last copies issued. The book was made for sub¬ 
scribers, and is now valued at from $7.50 to $10 a 
copy. 

75 

James Wyllte. The Game of Draughts. The 
Switcher Opening. Glasgow, 1881. Number of pages, 
thirty-two. This pamphlet is popularly known as 
Wyllie’s Switcher Book. In addition to Wyllie’s play 
on the Switcher opening, it has twenty games played 
by Martins and Wyllie in 1880 to settle what is his¬ 
torically known as the Switcher controversy. Pub¬ 
lished at two shillings, it is now valued at $2 a copy. 

76 

The New York Checker Monthly. New York, 
October, 1881; August, 1883. A. Schaefer, M.D., 
editor. Each number is paged separately. The last 
page of the last number is 16. This is a sixteen page 
monthly magazine, containing analysis, games and 
problems of importance to advanced players, together 
with literary matter and comment of general interest 
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to all followers of the game. It is scarce and is now 
quoted as high as $15, complete, thirteen numbers. 

77 

Beattie-Smith. Match Games. Spennymoor, 
1882. Sixteen pages. A second edition, with correc¬ 
tion of the reference board diagram on the cover, was 
published the same year. Present worth, per copy, 
seventy-five cents. 


78 

Leeds Weekly Draught Player. Leeds, 1882-84. 
W. and F. Bownas, editors. The first number is dated 
January 7, 1882. The last numbers are 1 and 2 of Vol. 
V., containing sixteen pages. Each of the four com¬ 
plete volumes is numbered consecutively, the last page 
of volume IV. being 208. There are portraits of 
players and checker enthusiasts, all of whom are 
referred to as draughts votaries. This magazine is 
lithographed in script, and is sought by collectors more 
eagerly than by the ordinary player. It is valued at 
$8 to $12, complete. 


79 

Marsden-Wormesley. Match Games. Leeds, 
1882. Published for private circulation. This scarce 
eight page leaflet is now worth $2 a copy. 

80 

Swan and Adamson. Analyses of the Centre, 
Maid of the Mill, and White Dyke Openings. Re¬ 
printed without date from the Glasgow Weekly 
Herald of 1883. This is a scarce pamphlet of fourteen 
pages, issued for the convenience of a few admirers 
soon after the play appeared in that paper. The 
analysis of these and other openings by J. Swan, re¬ 
vised by C. Adamson, which had been printed in those 
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columns from 1876 to 1883, have been greatly ad¬ 
mired both for their brilliancy and their accuracy. 
They were also reproduced, with corrections, in the 
Draughts World from 1896 to 1900. A copy of this 
brochure, containing the Centre, Maid of the Mill and 
White Dyke openings, is now worth $1.25. 

81 

Priest-Dick. Match Games. Philadelphia, 1883. 
Reprinted from the Philadelphia Weekly Press. 
Seven pages. Scarce, and now worth seventy-five 
cents a copy. 

82 

British Draught Player. Middlesbrough; 
preface dated 1883. There are 418 pages in the com¬ 
plete book, issued in 1896. It was published in twenty- 
six separate pamphlet parts at twopence each. Some 
of the parts were revised and reissued, notably Part 
24 on the Black Doctor and White Dyke. The entire 
work, extended by revision and correction to 432 
pages, was issued in 1900 in one book as the second 
edition. A third edition was issued in 1906. The 
British Draught Player was projected by William 
Strickland in 1883, and completed piecemeal in suc¬ 
ceeding years by parts compiled by Tonar, Tescheleit, 
Gardner, Bailey, and “Various Authors. ,, It is a 
desirable reference book, as it presents a remarkably 
large amount of play, and aims to cover the field in 
all directions. The first four parts, Old Fourteenth, 
Single Corner, Ayrshire Lassie, and Laird and Lady, 
are commonly known as the Strickland numbers. 
Whether in separate parts or in one book, the British 
Draught Player is now worth, complete, $2. The 
individual parts, including the rejected numbers, are 
regarded by collectors as more valuable than the 
bound copy. 
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83 

F. W. Drink water. Seventy Critical Positions 
and Problems. Cardiff, 1883. This is an extract from 
Gould’s Book of Problems of the Drinkwater contri¬ 
butions, paged and numbered as in that book. This 
forty-four page pamphlet was designed for presenta¬ 
tion to friends and about twenty copies in all were 
prepared. Present value $1 a copy. 

84 

Joseph Gould. Problems, Critical Positions and 
Games. London, 1884. There are 350 pages, contain¬ 
ing 1,002 problems, arranged in fifteen sections. Each 
section is an independent contribution of a separate 
author or compiler. The second edition, 1894, has 356 
pages. The third edition, no date, has 384 pages, in¬ 
cluding eighty-two bridge position problems collected 
by W. J. Wray. This work is universally known as 
Gould’s problem book. It was designed as a handy 
volume at a popular price. An edition in paper covers 
was issued. There is also a Contributors’ edition, with 
photographs of prominent players. The first edition 
of this standard work is now worth $2 a copy. 

85 

International Draughts Match. England vs. 
Scotland. Glasgow, 1884. Edited by Robert McCall. 
Pages, seventy-four. Portraits were inserted in the 
subscribers’ copies. A second edition, revised, seventy- 
eight pages, was published in Glasgow in 1890. The 
1884 edition is now worth $2 a copy; the 1890 edition 
seventy-five cents a copy. An “Index to the Games’’ 
was published by F. M. Tescheleit in 1890. 

86 

James Deans. Game of Draughts. Analysis of 
the Whilter Opening. Reprinted from the Auckland 
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Chronicle. No date, 1885 accepted. Part 1, on the 

9- 14 move, occupies pages 1 to 24. Part 2, on the 

10- 15 line, occupies pages 25 to 40. Each part of this 
work is now worth fifty cents a copy. 

87 

Freeman-Barker. Match Games. Providence, 
1885. Published by James Hill. Thirty-two pages, 
including Freeman-Wyllie match of 1884. Present 
value, fifty cents a copy. 


88 

W. Leggett and Willie Gardner. Will-o’-the- 
Wisp. Aberdeen, 1885. Sixteen pages. An analysis 
of the 7-11 move, containing fifty-eight numbered 
variations; reprinted from the Aberdeen Herald and 
Weekly Free Press. A corrected edition of this pamph¬ 
let was issued under the same date. The first issue is 
scarce, and is worth $1 a copy. 

89 

Draught Players' Weekly Magazine. Glasgow. 
1885-86. Edited by Robert Fraser (Frazer), John 
Ross, and W. Hannah. The pages are numbered con¬ 
secutively in volume I. and also in volume II. In 
volumes III. and IV. the pages of play and the pages 
of reading matter are separately numbered, consecu¬ 
tively in each volume. The last issue of this periodical 
is volume IV., number eleven the last playing page 
of which is 88, the last reading page 44. The first 
three numbers of this magazine were reprinted. There 
are also two issues of No. 8. All told this magazine 
has about nine hundred pages of analysis, play, prob¬ 
lems, and miscellany and is now worth $6 complete. 

90 

The Board. Elmira, N. Y., 1885; Williamsport, 
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Pa., 1887. Edited by Elmer E. Burlingame. This 
weekly magazine is usually referred to as Burlin¬ 
game’s Board, to distinguish it from The Draught 
Board of 1869, known commonly as Tonar’s Board. 
The pages are numbered consecutively, 184 being the 
last page of Vol. I., 104 of Vol. II., and 28 of Vol. III. 
Number 33 is usually missing in the copies called 
complete, as that number was a makeshift. The 
last number is 42, issued March 12, 1887. Burlin¬ 
game’s Board pays more attention to the newsy, popu¬ 
lar side of the pastime than preceding periodicals do, 
and its pages are largely made up of current games, 
problems, and timely items, not put in as matters of 
permanent interest or value. The Board is now valued 
at $6, complete. 


91 

Freeman-Wyllie. Match Games of 1884. Provi¬ 
dence, 1885. Edited by James Hill. Thirty-two pages. 
Now worth fifty cents a copy. 

92 

Martin McCarrick. Lessons for Learners. 
Elmira, N. Y., no date, 1885 accepted. This is a 
scarce little twenty-three page pamphlet for players 
who have advanced out of the novice class, but are not 
yet rated as experts. It is now worth fifty cents a 
copy. 


93 

A. Schaefer, M.D., and Charles Kelly. Paisley. 
Woonsocket, 1886. Single Corner: Brooklyn, 1887. 
Ayrshire Lassie: Part 1, Woonsocket, 1887; Part 2, 
Woonsocket, 1887. These four pamphlets, having 
respectively twenty-two, twenty-four, eighteen, and 
twenty-four pages, contain original analysis of lines of 
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play that, for the most part, had not been exhaustively 
handled by preceding authorities. These pamphlets 
are held in high esteem by experts, and are worth 
seventy-five cents each. 


94 

Roland Edwin Bowen. The Fife Opening. 
Philadelphia, 1886. This volume of sixty-five num¬ 
bered pages and 600 variations, 453 compiled by 
Bowen, the remainder by Clouser, was published by 
M. F. Clouser, into whose hands the manuscript had 
come, as a companion volume to Bowen’s Cross and 
Bristol books. The present value of this book is $2 a 
copy. 


95 

Jackson-Smith. Match Games. Spennymoor, 
1886. Twenty-four pages. Now worth fifty cents a 
copy. 


96 

Gardner-Strickland. Match Games. Leeds, 
May, 1886; also an issue dated June, 1886. Thirty- 
three pages. Now worth fifty cents a copy. Presenta¬ 
tion copies were bound in blue boards with gilt em¬ 
bellishment. 


97 

Robert Frazer. The International Draught Player. 
Glasgow, preface dated 1887. This eighty page book 
on the Ayrshire Lassie opening is additionally desig¬ 
nated as Part 1. This is an important pamphlet, con¬ 
taining 447 numbered variations. A separate appendix, 
with corrections and additions by McFarlane, Walker, 
and Lees, was issued, without date, at threepence each 
by the publisher of the Draughts World. The original 
work is now worth seventy-five cents a copy. 
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98 

The Checkerist. Zellwood, Fla., and Tavares, 
Fla., April 16, 1887 to August 23, 1888. Edited by 
Stephen Terry. Volume I. is numbered consecutively, 
the last page being 104. Volume II. is also numbered 
from page 1 to page 104. Volume III. continues the 
page numbering of the preceding volume, the last page, 
that of August 23, 1888, being 164. This little four 
page weekly is roughly printed, and is concerned 
chiefly with games, problems, news and gossip of the 
ordinary sort. Terry’s Checkerist, as this periodical 
is commonly called, is scarce, and is now valued at 
$4 to $7, complete. 


99 

Campbell-Reed. Match Games. Preface dated 
Leeds, 1887. Twenty-six pages. Now worth fifty 
cents a copy. 

100 

The Checker Primer. New York, no date, about 
1887. By the “Major.” A twenty-four page catch¬ 
penny pamphlet, made to sell for ten cents a copy. 

101 

De Witt. Draughts (Checkers), Backgammon, 
Dominoes and Solitaire. New York, no date, about 
1887. This is a small catchpenny pamphlet made to 
sell for ten cents a copy. 

102 

John Robertson. Guide to the Game of Draughts. 
Edinburgh, 1888. Pages, 308 plus 12. This great 
work contains 3,340 variations, including a good deal 
of original play, especially as to the ending of games. 
The directness of the style of play favored by the com¬ 
piler gives this book a character of its own that is both 
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admired and criticised. Many corrections of the play 
have been recorded. A reprint was issued in New 
York about 1889, without date, or, apparently 
authority; but it is claimed that the plates were pur¬ 
chased. Present value of the original work, $3. 

103 

Joseph Gould. The Most Important Matches 
from Anderson-Wyllie (1847) to the Present Time. 
London and Middlesbrough, 1888. Pages, 286. 
Special copies for contributors have gilt edges, and 
contain portraits of Wyllie and Yates. There is also 
an inexpensive issue in paper covers. The second 
edition, published in 1898, contains 306 pages in all, 
including an appendix. Gould’s Match Games, as 
this book is usually called, is a standard work, well 
executed in all respects, and is highly regarded by 
experts. Present value, $1.50 a copy. 

104 

A. Belasco. An Elementary Guide to the 
Scientific Game of Draughts. London, preface dated 
1888. The first edition of this thirty page pamphlet 
for beginners, published at one penny, is now scarce, 
and is worth twenty-five cents a copy. There are 
six issues of this little work, called editions. 

105 

Dr. Walter Edward Truax. The Black Doctor 
Opening. Breckenridge, Minn., 1888. There are 
sixty-four pages, embracing ninety-six variations and 
forty-seven pages of blanks. A revised edition was 
issued in a twelve page pamphlet by J. T. Denvir, 
Chicago, 1892. The original edition is now worth $1 
a copy. 
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106 

S. T. Livermore. Checkers Improved. Hartford, 
Conn., 1888. This is an unusually interesting seventy- 
two page pamphlet, containing curious remarks and 
quotations, and a diagram of the author's “new 
board" of thirty-two “spots," instead of squares. The 
games are compiled from standard sources, many of 
the variations being distinguished by fanciful titles 
not used by others. It was published at twenty-five 
cents, and is now worth fifty cents a copy. 

107 

E. T. Baker and James P. Reed. The Alma 
Opening. Chicago, preface dated 1888. This seventy- 
four page work is a compilation consisting of 431 
numbered variations, gathered from all available 
sources. A reissue, called a second edition, has the 
cover dated 1893. Eight pages of corrections were 
issued by the authors in May, 1889, from Chicago. 
The original work, with the corrections, is now worth 
$1 a copy. 

108 

International Draughts Magazine. Bristol, 
January, 1888; May, 1892. Conducted by J. A. Kear 
and Andrew Kear. Each of the three volumes of 
this monthly is paged separately. Volume II. has a 
thirty-two page supplement. The entire periodical, 
ending with page 140, May, 1892, contains nearly 500 
pages of games, problems and miscellany of value. 
The I. D. M., as this magazine is familiarly called, 
contains an unusually large amount of important 
analysis. The complete periodical in book form is 
now worth $4. 

109 

R. McCulloch. McCulloch’s Guide to the Game 
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of Draughts. Glasgow, 1888. A twelve page supple¬ 
ment to this 168 page book was issued in Glasgow in 
1889, and a “new supplement’’ of sixteen pages was 
issued in Glasgow in 1896. This work occupies an 
honorable position in checker literature. The present 
value of the cloth-bound book, with the two paper- 
covered supplements, each separate, is $1. 

no 

The Draughts Players’ Quarterly Review. 
Bristol, September, 1888; May, 1906. Conducted by 
J. A. Kear and Son. The quarterly parts, especially 
those of the later dates, were issued at irregular in¬ 
tervals, and the concluding numbers may be a matter 
of future record. Each volume, of which there are six 
so far published, is paged separately and averages 140 
pages to the volume. There are four numbers to the 
volume. What has been said in a preceding paragraph 
regarding the character of the I. D. M. (International 
Draughts Magazine), applies to that of the D. P. Q. R. 
(Draughts Players’ Quarterly Review), which is by 
the same publisher. A full set of this increasingly 
useful periodical for advanced players is now valued 
at $8. 

in 

The American Checker Review. Chicago, May 
1, 1888; August 1, 1894. Edited by James P. Reed, 
Charles Hefter, John T. Denvir, and L. S. Head. 
Each volume is paged separately, the whole comprising 
over 1,200 pages of interesting and valuable informa¬ 
tion and entertaining gossip, opinion, and news, thus 
covering every department of the game and every 
phase of the pastime. The problem department is 
notably attractive and instructive. Page 89 of Vol¬ 
ume VI. is the last page of this monthly magazine. A 
complete set is now worth $12 to $15. There are, 
however, six supplemental numbers issued in 1897 by 
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John T. Denvir to present some of his “Lessons on 
Checkers” serially. 

112 

Barker-Martins. International Match Games. 
Glasgow, 1888. Eleven pages. The American edition, 
thirty-two pages, was published in Boston by Henry 
A. Young & Co. Either edition is now worth fifty 
cents a copy. 

113 

Canadian Checkerist. Toronto, February 14, 
1888; June 5, 1888. W. H. Darlington, publisher; G. 
Fletcher, critic. Issued every other Tuesday. Nine 
eight-page numbers in all were published, at five cents 
a number, the last page of the last number being 72. 
This little periodical is of the commonplace order. It 
is now difficult to find, and is worth $3, complete. 

114 

Lyman M. Stearns. Granite State Series. No. 1, 
Laird and Lady, seventeen pages, Derry Depot, N. H., 
1889. No. 2, Single Corner, sixteen pages, Derry 
Depot, N. H., 1889. No 3, Match Games, Analyses, 
etc., nineteen pages, Derry Depot, N. H., 1890. These 
three numbers comprise the series. Bound in one 
book, they are now quoted at fifty cents. 

115 

Mathew Atkinson. New Bristol. Bristol, 1889. 
Vol. I., Parts 1 and 2, forty-four pages. This work 
is a compilation of over 400 variations, nearly all 
original. The complete work, Parts 1 and 2, bound 
in one volume, is now worth seventy-five cents. 

116 

Barker-Smith. Match Games. Warrington, 
1889. Edited by Frank Dunne and William Beattie. 
Forty-four pages. Now worth seventy-five cents a 
copy. 
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117 

Reed-Barker. American Championship Match. 
Chicago, 1889. Edited by James P. Reed and Charles 
Hefter. Pages, forty-three. Now worth seventy-five 
cents a copy. 

118 

Berkeley. Draughts and Backgammon. London, 
1889. A 112 page popular-style handbook, of which 
there are three other editions. Now worth twenty-five 
cents a copy. 


119 

Backgammon and Draughts. Frederick A. 
Stokes and Brother, New York, 1889, publishers. 
This is a 126 page handbook, a reprint of Pardon's 
work, with additions. It is now worth fifty cents a 
copy. 

120 

Francis M. Tescheleit. Index to the Games of 
the International Draughts Match, England vs. Scot¬ 
land, played at Glasgow, in April, 1884. London, 
1890. This four page leaflet is now worth twenty- 
five cents a copy. 


121 

The American Checker Weekly. Milan, O., 
March 5, 1890; October 1, 1890. Frank A. Marsh, 
editor. This is a four page commonplace periodical of 
games, problems, and checker news, now of value 
chiefly to collectors. For eight numbers the printed 
page has three nine-inch columns. The printed page of 
the remaining numbers, 9 to 24 inclusive, is a little less 
than half that size. The pages are numbered consecu¬ 
tively from the start of the first number to the last 
page of the last number, page 94 of number 24 being 
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the last. A complete set of this scarce periodical is 
now worth $4. 


122 

Frank Dunne. The Draught Player’s Guide and 
Companion. Warrington, 1890. This is a 212 page 
book which is cherished by lovers of the pastime in 
its widest application. It covers archaeology, history, 
instructions, advice, games, problems, curiosities, mis¬ 
cellany, and complete information regarding Spanish, 
Italian, Polish and Turkish draughts. It is now worth 
$2 a copy. There is an American reprint of this 
work, issued in 1891, by Dick & Fitzgerald, New York. 

123 

James Hill. Hill’s Synopsis of Draughts Open¬ 
ings. Teddington, Eng., and Woonsocket, R. I., 1890. 
This is a forty-four page pamphlet of marked ex¬ 
cellence, containing carefully selected lines and varia¬ 
tions on twenty-eight openings, with lines of attack 
and defence considered separately. The second edition 
has fifty-six pages. The third edition has a four page 
separate supplement. The fourth edition is repre¬ 
sented in several different issues. Hill’s Synopsis and 
Hill’s Manual, a later work, are often found bound 
into one book. The original first edition of the Synop¬ 
sis is now somewhat scarce, and is worth seventy-five 
cents a copy. Reissues of any edition are worth 
twenty-five cents apiece. 


124 

Freeman-Barker.. Match Games. Woonsocket, 
R. I., 1890. Joseph Brown, publisher. Pages, thirty. 
Now worth fifty cents a copy. 

125 

W. E. ' Attenborough. The Draught Players' 
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Manual. Melbourne, Australia, 1890. This is an in¬ 
teresting pamphlet of fifty-seven pages of games and 
instructions. Now worth fifty cents a copy. 

126 

Wehman Bros. Wehman Bros/s Book on 
Checkers and Chess. New York, no date, about 1890. 
This is a catchpenny pamphlet of ninety-three pages 
on checkers, chess and dominoes, made to sell for 
twenty-five cents a copy. 

127 

Colonial Publishing Co. The Checker Player’s 
Handbook. Chicago, on title page; Philadelphia, 
Royal Publishing Co., on cover. No date, about 1890. 
This is a pamphlet of 158 pages on backgammon, 
checkers and chess. It is a catchpenny reproduction 
of the checkers of Walker’s Sturges, made to sell for 
twenty-five cents a copy. 

128 

The Complete Checker Player. Published by 
Street & Smith, New York, in 1891. This is a sixty- 
four page catchpenny pamphlet made to sell for ten 
cents a copy. The same thing was published by Dick 
& Fitzgerald, New York, without date, about 1893, at 
twenty-five cents a copy. 


129 

J. T. Denvir and Percy M. Bradt. Denvir and 
Bradt’s Second Double Corner Book. Chicago, 1891. 
Forty pages, in all. This is an exhaustive analysis, 
comprising 493 variations, arranged in two sections, 
called Part 1 and Part 2. It is an important contribu¬ 
tion to checker literature, and is now worth $1 a copy. 

130 

The Weekly Checker Journal. Pittsburg, 
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December, 1891; March, 1895. James P. Reed, editor. 
There are seventeen numbers in this weekly, covering 
sixty-eight pages. The publication was changed to a 
monthly in February, 1894, and was called The 
Checker Journal. As a monthly it started with 
volume I., number 1, and was discontinued with num- 
12, March, 1895, the last page being 48, but, by typo¬ 
graphical error, reading 84. This little periodical is 
valued by the followers of the pastime chiefly because 
it gives the games and problems selected by or original 
with J, P. Reed, and thus reflects his experience and 
opinions. A complete set of both the weekly and the 
monthly issues is now worth $2. 

Tournament Games. Championship of England. 
London and Teddington, 1891. Arranged by James 
Hill. Sixty-two pages. A second edition, sixty-eight 
pages, was issued by J. A. Kear, Bristol, in 1892. 
Either edition is now worth fifty cents a copy. 

132 

Barker-Reed. Restricted Match Games. Chicago, 
1891. Edited by J. T. Denvir. Pages, twenty-two. 
Now worth twenty-five cents a copy. 

133 

Kear's Reprint of the Scottish Draught 
Player. Bristol, 1891. Edited by James Lees. This 
is John Drummond’s first edition, 1838, revised and 
corrected to date. It was designed to be issued in 
monthly parts. The preface is dated 1889. This im¬ 
portant book of 118 plus 12 pages, contains about 900 
variations, and is now worth $3 a copy. 

134 

Bryden-Ferrie. Match games. Championship of 
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Scotland. Tillicoultry, 1891. Archibald D. Richie, 
editor. Pages, forty-seven. Now worth seventy-five 
cents a copy. 

135 

Kear’s Reprint of the Scottish Draught 
Player. Bristol, 1892-5. Edited by James Lees. There 
are 312 pages in all, in this work, embracing eighteen 
openings, with a total of 2,390 variations. It was issued 
in parts, covering John Drummond’s second edition, 
1:851-53, in the same manner as that of Kear's Reprint 
of the first edition, referred to in a preceding para¬ 
graph. This valuable contribution to the literature of 
checkers is now worth $2.50 a volume. 

136 

Kear’s Reprint of the Scottish Draught 
Player. Bristol, 1899. This is a continuation of 
Kear’s series of reprints of John Drummond’s works. 
It takes up the third edition of that author, 1861, and 
continues it through eight parts only, and remains un¬ 
finished. These eight parts, edited by James A. Kear, 
Jr., are worth ten cents apiece. 

137 

Mathew Atkinson. White and Coloured 
Doctors. Bristol, preface dated 1892. Forty-eight 
pages. This is a valuable analytical work of 743 
variations, now worth seventy-five cents a copy. 

138 

Lyman M. Stearns. One Hundred Selected 
Situations. Chicago, no date, 1892 accepted. This 
thirty-two page pamphlet also contains an article by 
Zach Brogan on “How to Become a Checker Player.” 
All the problems are by Lyman M. Stearns. Some 
of them are of superior merit. In one of the three 
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editions of this work the title is changed to: “One 
Hundred Selected Checker Problems/' Present value 
of the original edition, fifty cents a copy. 

139 

Tournament Games. Championship of England. 
Third Contest. Kew and London, 1892. James Hill, 
editor. Forty-eight pages. Now worth fifty cents a 
copy. There is an eight page supplement by J. A. 
Kear, 1892. 

140 

Thomas J. Riley. The 31-27 Line in the Souter. 
Bathgate, 1892. This thirty-six page booklet is a re¬ 
print of play that had appeared in the West Lothian 
Courier. The present value of this desirable little 
work is fifty cents a copy. 

141 

James Lees. A Complete Guide to the Game of 
Draughts. London, 1892. Pages, 155. This is a high 
grade comprehensive textbook of selected play. It is 
the product of exceptional knowledge and judgment, 
and its popularity with all classes of players is 
deserved. The ninth edition, “Improved," published 
in 1907, contain two additional pages, showing how 
the two-move restriction may run into book openings. 
The new editions contain additional play and correc¬ 
tions in the form of an appendix at the back of the 
book. An American fac-simile reprint of the third 
edition was issued without any statement as to its 
source or authority. The paper and ink of the reprint 
are of inferior quality, and there are no publishers' 
announcements on the last pages. All genuine edi¬ 
tions of Lees’ Guide sell for fifty cents a copy. The 
first edition, however, is now scarce, and is worth 
seventy-five cents a copy. The Appendix to the second 
edition is also published as a separate pamphlet. 
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142 

James Hill. Brief History of the Magpie 
Draughts Club. London, 1892. Fifty-six pages. A 
fifty-eight page second edition bears the date 1902 on 
the title page, with 1906 on the last page. This 
entertaining collection of original character sketches 
in humorous prose and verse is instructive as well 
as amusing, and usually holds the respectful attention 
of dignified as well as flippant players. The original 
work is now worth fifty cents a copy. 

143 

James P. Reed. The Cross. Pittsburg, preface 
dated May, 1892. This is a sixteen page compilation 
of standard play, presented in five parts. The pre¬ 
face states that the author claims no originality for the 
play in the work. It is now worth fifty cents a copy. 

144 

John T. Denvir. Single Corner. Chicago, 1892. 
This 122 page book is a collection of detached games, 
including many that the compiler calls wild or irregular 
lines. This book is known as Denvir’s Single Corner 
No. 2, to distinguish it from Denvir’s Single Corner 
No. 1, a twenty page pamphlet that preceded it in 

1892, now worth twenty-five cents a copy. Denvir’s 
Single Corner No. 2 is quoted at fifty cents a copy. 
This is also issued in cloth binding. 

145 

The Draughts World. Glasgow, September 3, 
1892—now current. This magazine of universal 
checker information began as an eight page weekly, 
with William Campbell, editor; Alexander Bryson, 
business manager, and A. Bryson & Co., publishers. 
It was changed to a sixteen page monthly in January, 

1893. In January, 1894, the names of the editor and 
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the business manager disappeared, and the line, A. 
Bryson & Co., Publishers, remained alone, and so con¬ 
tinues at the present time. Volumes I. to VIII. in¬ 
clusive contain 1,116 numbered pages; volumes IX. to 
XX., 1,440 pages; volumes XXI. to XXVI., 720 pages; 
volumes XXVII. to XXX., 480 pages, the volume now 
current being XXXI. The Draughts World has lived 
up to its reputation for “uniform excellence ,, in matter, 
and “religious regularity” in appearance. Every true 
lover of the game of checkers wherever the English 
language is spoken is proud of his fellowship in a 
diversion with such a backbone as the Draughts World 
is to this fraternal pastime. A complete set of this 
magazine is now worth $20 or more. The subscrip¬ 
tion price is $1 a year. 


146 

J. Tonar. Scale for Handicap Draughts Contests. 
Published by J. Gould, Middlesbrough, about 1893. 
This is a pamphlet of eight pages and cover. It is a 
reprint of an article originally published in the Paisley 
and Renfrewshire Gazette in 1869, and reproduced in 
Dunned Guide and Companion and elsewhere. It 
was published at two and a halfpence, and is now 
worth ten cents a copy. 


147 

James P. Reed. The Single Corner. Pittsburg, 
preface dated July, 1893. This twenty-seven page 
pamphlet presents 102 variations, the purpose being 
to give a safe and reliable line for the black side; 
including some of Reed's own improvements. It is 
called Part 1, as the design was to issue more pamph¬ 
lets on this opening. Present value, seventy-five cents 
a copy. 
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148 

James P. Reed. Reed’s Checker Praxis. Pittsburg, 
preface dated November, 1893. The purpose of this 
twenty-four page pamphlet is to present a selection of 
choice play on seventeen popular openings. Published 
at ten cents, it is now worth fifty cents a copy. 

149 

First Scottish Draughts Championship 
Tournament. Glasgow, 1893. Edited by James 
Ferrie and James Searight. Pages, sixty-four. 
Present value, fifty cents a copy. 

150 

James Hill. Hill’s Pocket Manual. Preface dated 
1893. The first edition, thirty-two pages, was pub¬ 
lished in London and Providence. This compact work 
contains play of a high order, arranged in the form of 
consultation games. There are five editions. In some 
issues Hill’s Synopsis, described in a preceding para¬ 
graph, is combined with the Manual, making a sixty- 
four page book. There are about thirty different 
kinds of copies or issues of the Synopsis and the 
Manual, including the combinations of the two 
books. The first edition of the Manual, cloth bound, 
is now worth seventy-five cents a copy, the other edi¬ 
tions or issues twenty-five cents each. 

151 

International Draughts Match. England and 
Scotland. Second contest. Glasgow, 1894. Edited by 
James Lees. Pages, ninety-six. Now worth fifty 
cents a copy. 

152 

Frank Sivetts. Sivetts’ Original and Infallible 
Method of Discovering the Moves to Form Any Posi- 
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tion or Problem in the Game of Draughts or Checkers. 
Oberlin, O., no date, 1894 accepted. This little 
twenty-one page pamphlet is an astonishing but ap¬ 
parently sincere attempt to show how to work a posi¬ 
tion backward to the game from which it may have 
sprung. The application of this method, except in 
selected cases, is apt to lead to confusion. Now worth 
fifty cents a copy. 

153 

Edwin. A. Durgin. Durgin’s Single Corner. 
Chicago, 1894. There are 160 pages in this book, of 
which forty-six pages are devoted to Durgin’s com¬ 
pilation on the 12-16, 18-14 line. The remaining 
pages contain detached games on various lines of 
the Single Corner, and include forty pages of Switcher 
play, which embraces analysis by Swan and Adamson. 
Now worth seventy-five cents a copy. 

154 

Ferrie-Wyllie. Match games. Championship of 
the World. Glasgow, 1894. Notes by Ferrie and 
Wyllie. Pages forty-three. This is a somewhat scarce 
book, and is worth seventy-five cents a copy. 

155 

Second Scottish Draughts Championship 
Tournament. Glasgow, 1894. Edited by William 
Campbell and A. B. Scott. Pages, sixty-four. Now 
worth fifty cents a copy. 

156 

Chequerist. How to Play Draughts Well. Lon¬ 
don, no date, 1894 accepted. This thirty-two page 
handbook is now worth twenty-five cents a copy. 

157 

L. M. Stearns. Stearns' Book of Portraits. 
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Derry, N. H., preface dated 1894. This 197 page 
book contains eighty-nine portraits of checker players 
of various grades of celebrity, American names largely 
predominating. Brief sketches of the subjects, with 
specimen games and problems, are given. It is quoted 
at $2 a volume. A second edition, with an appendix 
of forty-four pages was published in 1900. This 
second edition is quoted at $3 a volume. The appen¬ 
dix is quoted at fifty cents a copy. A third edition 
of this work, including the appendix, was issued in 
1903, and is quoted at $3 a volume. 

158 

Luther Bradley. Bradley’s Bristol. West Derry, 
N. H., no date, 1895 accepted. Contains fifteen varia¬ 
tions and sells for ten cents a copy. 

159 

J. A. Kear. Sturges’ Guide to the Game of 
Draughts. This book, commonly called Kear’s 
Sturges, was first published in London in 1895. It 
has 240 pages plus XXVIII. pages. The revised, or 
second edition, containing 298 pages in all, was issued 
in 1899, also in 1904. It is a carefully compiled 
modernized edition of Sturges, of a superior order of 
book making, with considerable reading matter of 
interest to students. The current value of this work is 
$2 a copy, for any edition, the first being somewhat 
scarce. 


160 

Henry Spaytii. The Checker Player. Buffalo, 
1895. This 148 page book contains what the veteran 
compiler called “approved lines” of play, including 
some that also appear in his American Draught 
Player. The value of this useful work for practical 
checkerists is $2 a copy. 
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161 

Lyman M. Stearns. Stearns' Book of Portraits. 
Vol. II., Derry, N. H., 1895. There are 222 pages in 
all, containing ninety-nine portraits, selected and treat¬ 
ed in the same manner as those of volume I., to which 
this work is a companion volume. It is quoted at $3 
a copy. 

162 

Third Scottish Draughts Championship 
Tournament. Glasgow, 1895. Edited by James Lees. 
Pages, seventy. Now worth fifty cents a copy. 

163 

Dr. J. Stayman. Complete Analysis of Black 
Doctor. West Derry, N. H., no date, 1895 accepted. 
This in an eight page pamphlet, reprinted from the 
Derry News. A four page supplement, dated 1895, 
gives the play on the opening between Stayman and 
Janvier by correspondence. This work, including the 
supplement, is now quoted at fifty cents. 

164 

L. M. Stearns. Stearns' Handbook. West Derry, 
N. H., 1895. This is a two-cent checker-book adver¬ 
tising pamphlet of six pages and cover. It contains 
one game, four problems and a poem. 

165 

H. Peachey. Everybody's Guide to Chess and 
Draughts. London, no date, 1895 accepted. Sixteen 
of the 226 pages are devoted to draughts. It has no 
diagrams or play, and strictly regarded has no stand¬ 
ing as a checker book. It is valued at twenty-five 
cents a copy. This book belongs to what is called 
“Saxon's Everybody’s Series," to which also belongs 
“Everybody’s Book of Indoor Games," with pages 
19-27 on draughts. 
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166 

J. E. Wright. The Theory of The Move. Wash¬ 
ington, D. C., no date, about 1895. This little twenty 
page pamphlet is a reprint of a series of articles that 
appeared in M. F. Clouser’s checker column in the 
New York World. It is an interesting and exhaustive 
examination of the subject, but is not infrequently 
ensnarled and obscure. As not many copies are in cir¬ 
culation, they are worth a dollar apiece. 

167 

J. Gavin Cunningham. The Draughts Pocket 
Manual. London, no date, about 1896. This is a 192 
page, well-made book describing English and foreign 
forms of the game. It is intended for general circu¬ 
lation, and is sold for seventy-five cents a copy. 

168 

J. K. L. The Theory of the Vantage or Move. Sea- 
combe, 1896. This is a twelve page brochure of im¬ 
portance by J. K. Lyons, reprinted from the Wallasey 
and Wirral Chronicle. It presents an expert exposition 
of how to compute the move when the forces are un¬ 
equal. It is sold at ten cents a copy. 

169 

The Draughts Players' Weekly Bulletin. 
Bristol, November 7, 1896, to March 20, 1897. J. A. 
Kear and Son, publishers. The pages are numbered 
consecutively, the last page of the last number being 
240. This is a well conducted, well printed little 
weekly, containing play, analysis, and problems of 
standard value. A complete set bound is now worth $1. 

170 

The North American Checker Board. Derry 
Depot, N. H., May 15, 1896, to December, 1901. 
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Lyman M. Stearns, editor and proprietor. There are 
eleven volumes to a complete set of this monthly, each 
of which begins with page number i. The volumes 
differ in the number of pages they contain, the average 
being about ioo pages to a volume. All the pages are 
of the same size except those of volume VII., which 
are smaller than the others, and are forty-eight in 
number. The entire periodical contains more than a 
thousand pages of checker literature of a wide range 
as to kind and quality. A full set of the N. A. C. B., 
as this periodical is sometimes called, is now quoted 
by its publisher at $10. 

171 

Ferrie-Jordan. Match games. Championship of 
the World. Glasgow, 1896. Edited by James Lees. 
Seventy pages. Now worth fifty cents a copy. 

172 

Fourth Scottish Draughts Championship 
Tournament. Glasgow, 1896. Edited by James 
Lees. Pages, 102. Now worth fifty cents a copy. 

173 

Wyllie-Jordan. -Match Games. Played in May, 
1892. Bathgate, 1896. Edited by Lawrence Gilbert¬ 
son. Pages, 52. Now worth fifty cents a copy. 

174 

A. Howard Cady. Checkers. New York, 1896. 
Pages, fifty-seven. This is No. 9 of Spalding’s Home 
Library of handbooks of various kinds for beginners. 
It is more carefully done and more interesting than 
most books of the made-to-sell order. The price is 
ten cents a copy. 

175 

The Scottish Draughts Quarterly. Glasgow, 
1896-99. Published by A. Bryson & Co., James Lees 
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being responsible for the play. In all there are ten 
numbers to this quarterly, which is paged consecu¬ 
tively from the start, the total number of pages being 
328. The S. D. Q., as this magazine is familiarly 
called, is a publication of the highest grade, and is of 
pronounced usefulness to expert players in search of 
careful analysis and comment. A complete set of the 
S. D. Q. in one book is worth $2. 

176 

Jordan-Stewart. Match Games. Glasgow, 1897. 
Edited by R. Jordan and George Crookston. Pages, 
sixty-four. Now worth fifty cents a copy. 

177 

Stephen E. Root. From Novice to Expert. 
Rochester, N. H., preface dated May, 1897. This is 
a twenty-two page pamphlet of elementary informa¬ 
tion and advice. Present value, twenty-five cents 
a copy. 

178 

Fifth Scottish Draughts Championship 
Tournament. Glasgow, 1897. Edited by James 
Searight. Pages, seventy-one. Now worth fifty cents 
a copy. 

179 

People's Draughts Book. Dundee, no date. 
1898 accepted. This forty page pamphlet is an admir¬ 
able condensation of preferred play, covering the 
essentials in games, problems, and miscellany. It is a 
masterly little work for players of any grade, even the 
foremost. Published at one penny, it sells for ten 
cents, and is worth much more. 

180 

Sixth Scottish Tournament. Bathgate, 1898. 
Edited by George Buchanan. Pages, eighty. Now 
worth fifty cents a copy. 
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181 

Fourth Tournament. Championship of Eng¬ 
land. Bristol, no date. Held at Liverpool, April, 
1898. Edited by J. A. Kear and J. A. Kear, Jr. 
Pages, fifty-two. Now worth fifty cents a copy. 

182 

Preston Ketchum. Flora Temple. Madison, 
Wis., 1898. Published in two volumes. The first 
volume has sixty pages in all. Flora Temple No. 1, 
as the first volume is called, has 217 variations. Flora 
Temple No. 2, Madison, 1899, has 103 variations and 
a compilation of sixteen variations on the Flora 
Temple opening from the Scottish Tournament games. 
This work, embracing both volumes in the considera¬ 
tion, is highly regarded as a systematic compilation of 
scattered play extended and improved by original in¬ 
vestigation. The two volumes together are now 
worth $2.50. 

183 

John T. Denvir. Denvir’s Lessons on Checkers. 
Chicago, 1899. This seventy-six page pamphlet is 
composed of twenty-two Single Corner games, with 
notes and variations, followed by an equal amount of 
space devoted to miscellaneous games and comment. 
Now quoted at fifty cents a copy. 

184 

International Match. England and Scotland. 
Third contest. Glasgow, 1899. Edited by James 
Ferrie, A. Battersby and Harry Freedman. Pages, 
ninety-six. Now worth fifty cents a copy. 

185 

W. T. Call. Ellsworth’s Checker Book. New 
York, 1899. A sixty-five page pamphlet for novices. 
Price, twenty-five cents. 
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186 

Last Battle Between Wyllie and Martins. 
Glasgow, 1899. Edited by James Lees. Pages, 
eighty-four. Now worth fifty cents a copy. 

187 

Henry Spayth. Appendix to the Checker Player. 
Buffalo, 1899. This sixty-three page book, which is 
a valuable extension of the author’s preceding work, 
is now worth $1.50 a copy. 

188 

R. McCulloch. Dominoes and Draughts. Lon¬ 
don, 1899. This is a handbook of the popular kind, 
with more than the average merit of that class of 
works. The subject of draughts reprinted from “The 
Book of Card and Table Games,” occupies pages 
65-188. Present value, fifty cents a copy. Draughts 
and Dominoes is the title of a 32-page handbook pub¬ 
lished in London by Prof. De Lyons Pike. 

189 

Charles Lawson. Lawson’s Switcher Guide. 
Providence, R. I., 1899. This 143 page book is an 
original analysis of the Switcher opening, extended 
to 642 numbered variations, including selections from 
old play. This work is now classed with books 
quoted as scarce, and is worth $2 a copy. 

190 

Seventh Scottish Draughts Championship 
Tournament. Glasgow, 1899. Edited by James 
Lees, George Buchanan and Thomas Ballantyne. 
Pages, eighty. Present value, fifty cents a copy. 

191 

Kear and Freedman. Match Games. Bristol, 
June 21, 1899. This four page leaflet was issued for 
private circulation and is now quoted at fifty cents a 
copy. 
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192 

The American Checker Player. Boston, 
December 1, 1899; June 15, 1900. A. J. Heffner, 
editor. Started as a sixteen page semi-monthly, of 
analysis, games, problems and news, this magazine 
was changed to a monthly with number 8 of volume 
I., March 15, 1900. The succeeding issue, number 9, 
begins volume II. The periodical is completed with 
page 48, number 11, volume II. A full set, eleven 
numbers, is now worth $1.50. 

193 

Henry J. Weiiman. Draughts, Backgammon, 
Solitaire, etc. New York, about 1900. This is a ten- 
cent catchpenny handbook printed from old plates. 

194 

Jordan-Barker. Match Games. Grangemouth, 
1900. Edited by George Crookston. Pages, forty- 
four. Now worth fifty cents a copy. 

195 

W. G. W. Leggett. All Sorts and Conditions of 
Problems. Middlesbrough, 1900. This sixty page 
pamphlet presents 150 productions of the author of 
the work, and is quoted at fifty cents a copy. 

196 

Fifth Draughts Tournament. Championship 
of England. Warrington, 1900. Edited by Frank 
Dunne. Pages, thirty-six. Now fifty cents a copy. 

197 

Lyman M. Stearns. World’s Problem Book. 
West Derry, N. H. Part first, 1900, pages 1-68; part 
second, 1901, pages 69-135. The first part is a useful 
collection of 200 practical problems by 148 composers, 
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with not more than five problems by any one author. 
The second part also has 200 problems. Of this 
number 139 are credited to L. M. Stearns. The two 
parts are worth fifty cents apiece. New edition, 1908, 
Parts 1 and 2, cloth, 149 pages, $1.25. 

198 

Dr. A. Schaefer. The Dyke. New York, 
preface dated 1900. This is a twenty-six page pamph¬ 
let containig a compilation of 155 variations on the 
27-23 move in the Dyke opening. Price, twenty-five 
cents. 

199 

Schaefer's Checkerist. New York, October, 
1900; September, 1901. Published by Dr. A. Schaefer 
and W. T. Call. This is a four page monthly, con¬ 
taining in condensed form a large amount of gossipy 
information about individuals and events, and a good 
deal of solid information about play and problems. In 
all there are twelve numbers of four pages each. Now 
worth $1, complete. 

200 

John Gregg. Guide to the Game of Draughts. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne: Part 1, 1901, pages 1-120. Part 2, 
I 9°3, pages 121-247. This is a manual of general 
play for the student. Part 1 has 550 variations, em¬ 
bracing ten openings. An appendix of corrections and 
additional play was issued in the form of a six page 
leaflet. Part 1, with appendix, is worth seventy-five 
cents. Part 2, embracing 900 variations, covering 
thirteen openings not treated in Part 1, is worth 
seventy-five cents a copy. 

201 

J. L. Richmond. Single Corner and Alma. Mid¬ 
dlesbrough, preface dated 1901. This fifty-seven 
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page book is an expert analysis, the chief purpose of 
which is to prove a safe line for white in the Single 
Corner game against black’s best attacks. The Alma 
part consists of sixteen variations designed to show 
that the black side is very strong. This book is worth 
fifty cents a copy. 


202 • 

William Whyte. The Problemists’ Guide. 
Dundee, 1901. This pamphlet has 131 pages all told. 
It contains 380 problems, credited to 180 composers. 
The bulk of the work is devoted to problems that came 
under the eyes of the compiler as editor of the 
draughts column of the Peoples’ Journal. It is worth 
fifty cents a copy. 


203 

J. A. Kear, Jr., and R. Atwell. The Encyclo¬ 
paedia of Draughts. There are two separate pamph¬ 
lets thus far published. Volume I., Bristol, 1901, con¬ 
tains seventy-two pages on the 12-16 move and all 
replies, arranged in seven sections. Volume II., 1902, 
has pages 73-144 on the 11-16 move and all replies, 
arranged in seven sections. These two volumes are 
exceedingly useful to practical players. A volume 
for each of black’s seven opening moves is the inten¬ 
tion originally announced as the end in view. Each 
of the two published volumes is worth fifty cents. 

204 

Samuel W. Gillespie. Gillespie’s Draught 
Players’ Text Book. Ayr, Ontario, preface dated 
July, 1901. This 104 page book is a selection of play 
on all the standard openings, and is designed as a 
reference book for the average player. Price, fifty 
cents. 
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205 

W. Belcher.. Simultaneous Exhibition. Brighton, 
no date, 1902 accepted. Notes by J. A. Kear, Jr. 
Pages, twenty. Published price, threepence; sells for 
twenty-five cents a copy. 

206 

Championship of India. Fourth Correspondence 
Draughts Tournament. Annotated by F. W. Slade. 
Madras, 1902. Pages, thirty-seven. Quoted at fifty 
cents a copy. 

207 

Dr. A. Schaefer. Will o’ the Wisp. New York, 
1902. Pages, twenty-seven. This pamphlet is an ex¬ 
pert compilation on the 7-11 line. Price, twenty-five 
cents a copy. Also: Will o’ the Wisp, New York, 
no date, 1904 accepted. Pages, thirty-two. This com¬ 
panion pamphlet is an expert compilation of play on 
the 26-23 line; and is also worth twenty-five cents a 
copy. 


208 

The Guide Post. Minneapolis, November, 1902; 
November, 1904. Julius Ewald, G. A. Pierce, C. T. 
Davis, and Frank Hoskins, editors. This thirty-two 
page mail order monthly, general in character, with a 
checker department edited by George A Pierce, 
gradually changed to a twenty page monthly devoted 
to checkers exclusively. The last number, November, 
1904, has eight pages. There are twenty-five numbers 
in all of interest to checker players, the first being 
marked Vol. I. No. 10. On account of the scarcity of 
the first two numbers, No. 10 and No. 11, a complete 
set of this mixed monthly is not now easily obtained, 
and is valued at $3. 
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209 

Dr. A. Schaefer. Fife. New York, 1903. Pages, 
twenty-eight. This pamphlet is an expert compilation 
on the 15-18 variation of play, sometimes called the 
Chicago Fife. Price, twenty-five cents a copy. Also: 
Fife, 26-23 Line. New York, 1906. Pages, forty. 
This is an expert compilation covering ninety-two 
important variations. The last half of this pamphlet 
contains the games played in Boston, November 26, 
1903, in the team match, Massachusetts vs. New York, 
with annotations of a superior order. The price of 
this pamphlet is also twenty-five cents a copy. 

210 

International Match. England and Scotland. 
Fourth contest. Bristol, 1903. J. A. Kear, Jr., editor. 
Pages, seventy. Worth fifty cents a copy. 

211 

George A. Pierce. Single Corner, 12-16 Line. 
Minneapolis, 1904. This is a thirty-two page pamph¬ 
let, containing 182 numbered variations, obtained from 
all sources available to the compiler. There are thirty- 
six pages in all. Quoted at fifty cents a copy. 

212 

John T. Denvir. John T. Denvir’s Traps and 
Shots. Chicago, 1905. Pages, 116. This is a valuable 
collection of 228 traps and shots of historical im¬ 
portance. Some parts of this work originally appeared 
in eight page and sixteen page pamphlet form. Den- 
vir’s Traps and Shots is worth $1 a copy. 

213 

H. Jacob and J. H. Strudwick. An Analysis of 
the Kelso. London, preface dated 1905. Pages, 
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thirty-two. This is a high grade compilation, with 
original play and useful notes. Worth fifty cents a 
copy. 

214 

Richard Atwell. Scientific Draughts. Bristol, 
1905. Pages, 186. This book is a distinct novelty in 
checker literature. It contains essays on Gambits, 
The Choice of a Hobby, The Two-Move Ballot 
Restriction, The Ethics of Draughts, and other 
subjects on which the author has opinions of his own. 
About one-third of the book is devoted to problems 
arranged according to the number of moves required 
in the solution, as in chess problems. The games 
section is composed of 100 diagrammed selections 
called brilliant games. The pronouuced personality 
of the author appears at every turn. Worth $1 a copy. 

215 

W. T. Call. The Common Checker Player. New 
York, 1905. Pages, fourteen, vest-pocket size. De¬ 
signed to show a draw, or better, for the white side of 
the Second Double Corner opening against all of 
black’s plausible attacks at any stage. It is complete 
in forty variations. Price, twenty-five cents. 

216 

Frank Dunne. Draughts Praxis. Warrington, 
1905. Pages, 268. This is an important high class 
work, and is eagerly referred to by experts who wish 
to keep up with the best ideas regarding play on what 
is known as the two-move openings, of which there are 
forty-three recognized as standard. This book may be 
obtained for $2 a copy, but is worth more. 

217 

W. T. Call. R. D. Yates, Checker Player. New 
York, 1905. Pages, 152. This is a biography of R. D. 
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Yates, covering incidentally the history of the progress 
of the game of checkers in America. The games of 
Yates with all his opponents, compiled by C. M. 
Potterdon, are included in this book'. Price, $i a copy. 

218 

Checker News. McKeesport, Pa., September 7, 
I 9°S; July, 1906. Charles Dougherty, editor. This 
little four page monthly, printed by its editor, was con¬ 
tinued through eleven numbers. A full set is valued 
at $1. 

219 

John T. Denvir's Report of the International 
Games Played at Boston. Chicago, 1905. Pages, 
sixty-three. This record of the play in the Interna¬ 
tional Match, Great Britain and the United States, is 
not annotated. It was issued without the sanction of 
the committee having in charge the publication of the 
official book of the match. The price asked for it is $3. 

220 

W. T. Call. The Safe Checker Player—The 
Black Side. New York, 1906. Pages, fifty-five. This 
is a small work designed to show a draw or better for 
the player who starts the game, 9-14 being the move 
selected for that purpose. Every plausible attack of 
the white side at any stage is covered. There are 138 
variations in all. Price, fifty cents a copy. Also: The 
Safe Checker Player—The White Side. New York, 
1907. This companion volume to the preceding con¬ 
tains 153 variations, showing a complete draw for 
white against each of black's seven opening moves. 
The price of this volume is also fifty cents. 

221 

International Match. Great Britain and the 
United States. Boston, 1906. Edited by August J. 
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Heffner. Pages, 339. This is the official record of 
the memorable meeting between the players of the two 
countries, March 14 to 25, 1905, arranged and an¬ 
notated by the great player and analyst who was 
selected as editor of this exceedingly important book. 
It was published by subscription at $5 a copy and is 
now worth $5.50 a copy. 


222 

The Checker World. Manchester, N. H., June, 
1906, and current. Lyman M. Steams, editor. This 
is a sixteen page monthly in the same style as the 
N. A. C. B. by the same editor and publisher. This 
monthly is issued at $2 a year. 

223 

The Canadian Checker Player. Manson D. 
Teetzel, publisher. West Lome, Ontario, Canada. 
January, 1907, and current. This is a forty page 
monthly published at $2 a year. The original plan was 
different from that of ordinary checker monthlies, the 
main purpose being to make each issue a twenty-five 
cent book of play on some one specific opening. The 
January number, for instance, is primarily a work on 
the Alma opening. Later on the play was sifted down 
by prize competition to about a dozen of what were re¬ 
garded as the best lines. These were issued as a 
separate ten cent supplement printed on one side of a 
sheet on what is known to students as the Alexandrian 
system, and there called Teetzel’s Checkerological 
Trees. 


224 

Ninth Annual Tournament. Championship of 
England. Bristol, 1907. Annotated by J. A. Kear, Jr., 
and Joseph Yates. The ninety-six pages of this work 
cover the 240 games of the tournament. Price of the 
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cloth edition two shillings threepence; of the paper 
edition one shilling twopence. 

225 

First American Tourney. August J. Heffner, 
editor. Boston, 1907. Pages, ninety-two. Subscrip¬ 
tion price, $3. Edition limited to 300 copies. 

226 

W. T. Call. The Literature of Checkers. New 
York, 1908. This book. 

227 

L. M. Stearns. The Draughts Marvel. Man¬ 
chester, N. H., announced as in preparation. Price, $3, 
by subscription. To contain fifteen hundred games 
and variations. 


THE END. 
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